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Bridging the Gap
A Masterclass in engaging faith-based
institutional investors more effectively 

FAITHINVEST
Supporting faiths

to invest in line
with their values 

Faith-consistent investing (FCI) is a fast-growing, billion-dollar industry
shaping the future of values-driven finance. This Masterclass aims to
provide investment industry professionals with the insights, tools and

strategies needed to serve this growing sector effectively. 
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About 
Why this Masterclass?

Faith-based investing is changing
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The faith-driven investment market is expanding rapidly, with faith-based asset
owners managing trillions of dollars globally. Yet many investment professionals
struggle to understand and engage with faith-based investors effectively. 

Traditional approaches to faith-consistent investing (FCI) – also known as faith-
based or faith-aligned investing – often focus on exclusions. But FCI is evolving.
Today’s faith-based investors expect transformative impact, aligning their
portfolios with their faith values, often prioritising the UN's Sustainable
Development Goals and addressing systemic risks.

To meet this demand, financial professionals must build trust, deepen their
understanding of faith values, and develop tailored investment solutions. Yet all
too often, faith-based asset owners tell us of gaps in understanding,
communication and experience that creates divides and leaves both sides
struggling to translate religious values into actionable investment strategies.

That's why FaithInvest – an international non-profit that supports faiths to invest 
in line with their values – has developed this Masterclass aimed at 
equipping investment professionals with insights, tools and strategies 
to serve this fast growing sector effectively. 

'There’s a perception that the
religious sector and the

investment industry speak
entirely different languages. Our
goal is to bridge that divide and

provide industry professionals
with the understanding and

strategies they need to engage
meaningfully with this audience’

– Dave Zellner, FaithInvest 
Executive Chair and former Wespath CIO



By the end you will:Key objectives:

This course provides participants with
a comprehensive understanding of
faith-driven investing including: 
 

Faith-based investor priorities –
What motivates faith-driven
investors and how do they
approach ethical investing? 
Practical engagement skills –
Learn how to communicate
effectively with faith-based
clients and translate values into
investment decisions. 
Case studies and real-world
applications showing successful
examples of faith-consistent
investment approaches. 
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Overview
Aims & objectives
This exclusive Masterclass equips investment industry
professionals and service providers with the insight, tools 
and language needed to build a strong relationship with 
faith-based asset owners (FBAOs). 

Delivered via bespoke, intimate, small-group seminars in order to
facilitate highly interactive discussions and provide plenty of
opportunities for questions, the Masterclass will:

Explore the fast-growing, billion-dollar FCI sector
Provide a foundational understanding of FCI and its distinctions from
other values-based approaches. 
Discuss strategies for aligning financial services with faith values-
based priorities, and best practices in relationship-building and
communication with FBAOs. 

Gain greater knowledge of the faith
investment sector, equipping you to
position yourself as a trusted advisor. 
Develop strategies to better serve
faith-based investors and understand
their unique financial priorities. 
Enhance your engagement skills,
enabling more effective client
relationships and faith-aligned
investment solutions. 
Unlock new business opportunities
by tapping into one of the fastest-
growing sectors in responsible
investing. 
Strengthen your impact investing
expertise, moving beyond traditional
ESG approaches to more
faith-aligned strategies. 



Welcome

Introduction
Outline of the Masterclass objectives and the strategic opportunities it
presents for professionals
The growing momentum of faith-consistent investing (FCI) and how the
movement is evolving

Syllabus
Key topics 
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This Masterclass is delivered via
a two-hour interactive seminar,
which includes testimony from
industry professionals and faith-
based asset owners and plenty
of time for discussion.

Part One

Demystifying faith-consistent investing
Overview of FCI, focusing on key goals & priorities (eg, prioritising ethical
considerations, social justice, and stewardship of resources to ensure
investments reflect religious alignment). 

Common shared values across faiths 
Key differences between faiths (no one size fits all; importance of a
nuanced approach)

Putting capital to work – how faith-based investors invest
Examples from the FaithInvest network and evolution
Screening (negative & positive)
Engagement
Investing for impact



Conclusion

Key learnings & call to action
Summary of core insights and actionable strategies
Addressing remaining participant questions
Review existing investment line-up and determine if any align with
client’s values
Overview of follow up resources and continued services from FaithInvest
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Part Two

Building strong relationships
Building trust and credibility with faith-based
clients
Real and perceived barriers in client
engagement
Practical guidance on respectful
communication and faith sensitivity,
including examples of language to use in
email outreach, on-going relationship
management, etc

Testimony
Hear from a faith-based
 asset owner about their

experience,  how the
relationship can work well,

and how this leads to
better retention /

allocation.

Priorities driving decision-making
Balancing financial returns with faith-aligned objectives
Values-alignment (ie, ethical considerations, social
justice, stewardship, ESG impact) is core to investment
selection
Internal governance complexities (where faith
leadership aligns with investment leadership)
Strategies for meaningful engagement

Testimony

Hear from an asset
 manager about their
experience, including

navigating some of the
nuances involved in

engaging faith-based
asset owners.
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Join us!
For more information about the Bridging the Gap Masterclass, and to
register, visit: www.faithinvest.org/bridging-the-gap-masterclass. 

Supporting faiths to invest
in line with their values 
~ for people and planet

FaithInvest was founded in 2019 to support faith organisations seeking to invest in line with their
values. We do so by convening a vibrant network for faith-based investors, providing insightful
training, education and collaboration, and offering tailored one-on-one accompaniment on the
FCI journey. We do not provide investment advice or make investment decisions for faith-based
asset owners.

FaithInvest is a registered charity in England and Wales (1187015) and a company limited by guarantee
registered in England and Wales (11862410). We have been deemed equivalent to a 501(c)(3) 
public charity in the United States by NGOsource.

www.faithinvest.org

https://www.ngosource.org/

