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For FaithInvest, 2020 has been challenging, but has also created
many opportunities and enabled developments we could not have
expected a year ago. 

FaithInvest started in September 2019, having emerged from the
decades of work that the Alliance of religions and Conservation
(ARC) had done on faiths and environment. Thanks to our link with
ARC, FaithInvest found itself something of a 'first stop shop' for a
wide range of secular organisations wanting to engage with faiths
and their values as the pandemic hit. 
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 A letter from our CEO

At one point it felt like a new group was approaching us on a daily basis, from UN agencies to
international investment groups, from media to national governments. 

It has been an exciting time and a challenging one and led us to make a major new
development: we found we had become not just a membership group, not just an information
hub; we had become a centre for movement on all these issues from a faith perspective. 

As a result, we’re pleased to have created a new section – Movement – to run alongside our
existing Membership division. One of the inspirations for creating the Movement section was
our involvement with the two other projects that emerged from our parent organisation, ARC.
We were asked to coordinate the faith input to the UN’s COP26 Climate Conference, now due
to be held in November 2021. 

In response, in July this year, we relaunched a new Faith Plans programme with our partners,
WWF International's Beliefs and Values programme and the International Network on
Conservation and Religion (INCR).

To date, more than 100 major faith organisations have signed up to create eight- to ten-year
plans which will be launched in September 2021 – an unbelievably exciting project with the
capacity for huge, widespread reach.  

It has been a great honour to serve as FaithInvest's Interim CEO this year. I have been able to
help FaithInvest grow and to see a truly remarkable team develop. As we, God willing, emerge
from this terrible year into a more hopeful 2021, I look forward to being able to meet old
friends again; to seeing those of you I met for the first time this year by Skype or Zoom; and to
working with you to change the world for the better.



FaithInvest is an international nonprofit membership organisation for faith-
based institutional asset owners. We empower them to invest in line with their
beliefs and values, supporting the rapidly developing movement of faiths
actively using their investments to create a better world – for people and
planet.

We work to accelerate and broaden faith-consistent investing by providing:

A network for
faith-based
investors

A source of
education,

exchange and
collaboration

A platform for
investment ideas,
opportunities and

concepts

A voice for the
faiths and values-
driven investors
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FaithInvest was launched in 2019 after two years of development. 

It was conceived through the collaboration of significant religious investors,
philanthropies, the United Nations and investment firms with impact investment
expertise, and incubated by our founder organisation, the Alliance of Religions and
Conservation (ARC), an international, UK-based NGO founded by HRH Prince Philip in
1995. 

FaithInvest benefits from the significant experience and history of our parent
organisation, ARC, which worked with the world’s major faiths on environmental issues
since 1995. 

Our interim Chief Executive is Martin Palmer, former Secretary General of ARC until its
closure in closed in June 2019 as had long been planned. 

For that reason FaithInvest has rapidly become a key focus in the growing movement of
faith-consistent investing and is the key driver behind Faith Plans for People and Planet
programme leading the civil society response to the COP26 climate negotiations in 2021.

 About us



 

FaithInvest exists to grow the movement of faith-consistent investing, helping
religious asset owners to align their investments with their faith values and acting
as a bridge between religious investors and the wider financial world.

The faiths are a natural powerhouse for values-based, faith-consistent investing
that contributes to environmental, social and governance or socially responsible
investments that supports the aims of the United Nations' Sustainable
Development Goals.

The world's faiths have billions of dollars invested in the global stock market. For
example, the Church of England Investment Fund alone manages funds in excess
of $9 billion. 

Many faith values naturally align with ethical, faith-based and impact investing. Yet
for many faiths, this is currently more of a potential than a reality. As investors,
the faiths are good at knowing what they don’t want to invest in (such as the arms
trade). Now it is time for faiths to say what they do want to invest in, for a better
future for people and planet.
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 What we do

We are...

... a network for faith asset owners, with members from a wide range of faiths
around the world, including India-based Sikh groups, large American Catholic
networks, Indonesian Muslims and Daoists of China. Our members manage assets
from very small scale to tens of billions of dollars; our aim is to support them at
every stage in their journey to faith-consistent investing.

We are not...

... fund managers and we do not make investment decisions for the faiths, or
advise on investing decisions. Instead, we support the faiths to develop their own
ethical investment policies in line with their core beliefs and values.



2015 - The UN asked ARC to organise the only formal consultation of the
faiths on the Sustainable Development Goals. 

The Bristol Commitments were pledges of practical action by the faiths to
support the SDGs. Included were significant aspirations around investing in
line with their values.
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The concept of FaithInvest originated at a landmark meeting of faith 
 investors, investment specialists, the UN andNGOs in Zug, Switzerland, in
2017. However, its roots go much further back to 2001, when ARC began
exploring whether the investment power of the faiths could be a major
environmental force for good. More recent events leading to FaithInvest
include:

2016 - ARC published its Faith in Finance paper, commissioned by OECD and
UNDP to explore the role of faiths as investors, particularly relating to the
SDGs.

2017 - This led to ARC’s landmark Zug Meeting of faith investors in Zug,
Switzerland, which not only published the Zug Guidelines outlining the
investment priorities for dozens of traditions from eight of the world’s
faiths, but resulted in a unanimous agreement that a new global
organisation was needed to drive faith-consistent investing.

A development committee, made up of faith representatives and
investment professionals, was established under the aegis of ARC. 

2019 - FaithInvest launched as a charity registered with the UK Charity
Commission (registration number 1187015) and as a company company
limited by guarantee (registration number 11862410).

 Our origins



 

Build the vision and the role of
faiths as global leaders in
rethinking how money is

invested.

Movement

Opportunities
Increase the availability of

investable projects and enable
members to share investment

ideas and opportunities.

Establish FaithInvest as the
leading non-profit multifaith
member association for faith-

based asset owners worldwide,
enhancing collaboration and

helping to improve knowledge,
skills and capacity.

Membership

FaithInvest’s strategy for growing the scale and impact of faith-consistent
investing is built upon three pillars of engagement:
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 Our approach

The faiths are as diverse in their investment
capabilities as they are in their beliefs.

Mike Even, Director of Strategy and Investment Research



 

FaithInvest's team brings together people with significant experience in
engaging faith groups as well as those with extensive backgrounds in socially
responsible investing, asset management and shareholder advocacy.

FaithInvest Annual report 2020

 
Our team

Chief Executive Martin Palmer was Secretary General of the
Alliance of Religions and Conservation (ARC) until June 2019.
ARC was founded with HRH Prince Philip in 1995 to help faiths
develop environmental projects based on their beliefs. 

He is the author and editor of more than books on religious
and environmental topics, a China scholar, a contributor to
the BBC and a lay preacher in the Church of England. He has
been working on faiths and investing since 2001. 

Director of Strategy and Investment Research, Mike Even,
is an investment professional with more than 35 years'
industry experience. Most recently he was the Chairman of
Man Numeric Investors in Boston and a member of the Man
Group Executive Committee. 

Director of Investment Solutions, Nana Francois, is a
financial services, investments and strategy expert with more
than 15 years' experience in UK and South Africa. 

Her background includes public and private company
valuation in asset management, hedge fund and management
consultant roles, presenting investment opportunities to fund
managers and other decision makers, and implementing
investment decisions. 
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Our team

Consultant on strategy and fundraising, Mark Campanale
is the Founder and Executive Chairman of the Carbon Tracker
Initiative, an independent financial think tank carrying out in-
depth analysis on the impact of the energy transition on
capital markets. He has been a leading figure in ethical
investments for more thann 30 years, co-founding some of
the first responsible investment funds at Jupiter Asset
Management, NPI, AMP Capital and Henderson Global
Investor.

Director of Movement Building, Lorna Gold has more than
two decades' experience of engaging faiths on environmental,
climate and economic justice. Before joining FaithInvest, she
worked at a senior level in Trocaire, the official overseas
development agency of the Catholic Church in Ireland. 

Consultant on strategy and partnerships, Catherine
Arnold is a theologian, scholar of Islam, former diplomat and
currently Master of St Edmund's College, Cambridge. 

She served as British Ambassador to Mongolia from 2015 to
2018, after which she was appointed Head of the FCO's Illegal
Wildlife Trade Unit, delivering the high-profile 2018 Illegal
Wildlife Trade Conference.

Investment Solutions Officer, Mathew Jensen, CFA, has two
decades of engaging institutional investors and consultants
worldwide on business creation and expansion, product
development and management across global institutional
markets. 
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 Our team 

Director of Communications, Susie Weldon was an award-
winning journalist for two decades before moving into
international development a decade ago. She headed ARC’s
Faith in Food programme, co-founded the charity Faith in
Water and is co-author of Faith in Food: Changing the world
one meal at a time.

Head of Events and Partnerships, Pippa Arnold has been
organising international, multi-faith, environmental events
and building relationships with a wide range of partners for
over a decade. She has organised events globally in
partnership with the Norwegian Government, the UN and
Buckingham Palace, among others. 

Advisor on Asian faiths, Michael Shackleton is Associate
Professor of Social and Cultural Anthropology at Osaka Gakuin
University in Japan, and has a special interest in religion and the
environment. He provides key liaison and support on Asian
faith groups.



A key initiative in our Movement strategy is our Faith Plans for People and
Planet programme which involves faiths committing to use their land,
buildings, investment, purchasing power and influence to drive practical
action on climate change, biodiversity and sustainable development. 

Faith Plans mobilises the vast potential of religious organisations – the biggest
organised sector of civil society – to make a significant contribution to the climate
crisis and the post-Covid regeneration. 

 

'Given the size of their assets and influence, faiths alone
could make the crucial difference to the world's efforts
to halt irreversible climate change and reverse
environmental destruction.'

                         Martin Palmer, FaithInvest CEO

Faiths are key stakeholders in the planet. They own large amounts of land and
buildings, play a major role in education and welfare, so what they do with their
assets, investments and influence matters.

The Faith Plans programme builds on the success of the first Faith Commitments
initiative launched by FaithInvest’s parent organisation, ARC, in 2009, which
resulted in more than 60 Faith Plans. 

This new programme, fuelled by the urgency of the climate and environmental
crises, is organised by FaithInvest and WWF’s Beliefs and Values programme. 

The Faith Plans will be implemented over the next seven to ten years.
Find out more at FaithPlans.org.
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 Faith Plans



 

Enhancing collaboration
across our members,

aiming to save time and
resources.

Creating infrastructure 
to allow quick and smooth

investing.

Creating investment
opportunities; where
possible, opportunities
uniquely suited to faith

communities.

FaithInvest represents faith-based asset owners of all religions, sizes,
investment sophistication levels and geographies. 

Our Investment Solutions team works to understand their needs and
priorities, starting with foundational work on faith-consistent investing. 

A group’s faith beliefs and values are the starting point for shaping a faith-
consistent approach to investing – one that not only identifies what groups want
to avoid but also the kinds of positive investments they want to make, for the
good of people and planet.

The programme focuses on three key areas:
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 Membership

FaithInvest membership

We work through direct one-to-one engagement and through our Member Portal. 

The Member Portal is a private, confidential, members’ only space where we host
our working groups, share and discuss our key papers (such as those on the right). 

We provide tools and resources on managers and strategies to support our
members across all their investments and assets. 



Trustees' report
and financial
statements 
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FaithInvest
c/o Stone King LLP
Boundary House
91-93 Charterhouse St
London, EC1M 6HR, UK

info@faithinvest.org
+44 (0)117 214 1720 

Registered charity: 1187015
Registered company limited by guarantee: 11862410

www.faithinvest.org

mailto:info@faithinvest.org?subject=Contact%20from%20FaithInvest%20website

